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From our Minister
Dear Friends,
The celebration of Easter reminds us that nothing is
impossible for God. The account of the resurrection
and ascension of Jesus is not a myth or delicately
made up story. It is something that happened. People
saw and experienced it and it completely transformed
their lives.
This is the good news; life does not end in death. There is a place in Heaven
for us, and we can be set free from everything that is wrong in our lives by
turning to Jesus, believing in him and following him. It is the message which
has given hope to so many, is the focus of all that we celebrate (and is
good) about Christianity, our faith.
What we get from the Easter Story is not so much a full picture, but a sketch
of God. The most surprising thing is that we still have a role to play in
discovering more about the God of Easter. A God who yearns for life, a God
who yearns for love, and a God who yearns for 'peace' even when
surrounded by death.
So may God's love break into us again this Easter; may we be carriers of
the mark of love and let God invite us to take part in the great story of life!
God bless you all

Love Debbie

Dates for Your Diary
Sunday Worship: each week at 10.45am
Holy Week: worship each evening (Monday – Saturday) at 7.00pm
Easter Sunday, Daybreak: worship at 6.00am
Coffee Morning: fortnightly at 11.00am on Tuesdays (next: 6 April)
Prayer Meeting: last Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm (next: 28 April)
For details of how to connect via Zoom, please see the weekly e-mail and
newsletter, or speak to one of the Elders.

Worship in the Church Building
For the time being, the church building remains closed for worship, but the
situation is being kept under review by the Elders in the light of the latest
Government regulations and guidance, advice from the United Reformed
Church, and Covid-19 data.
The next Elders’ Meeting will take place on 13 April.

Notices found in church newsletters
– that didn’t quite come out right!
Ladies are requested not to have children in the church kitchen.
For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a crèche in the
crypt.
Bring and share church supper: prayer and medication will follow.
Don’t let worry kill you. Let the church help.
The organist invites anyone who enjoys sinning to volunteer for the choir.
At the church meeting last week the rector spoke briefly and delighted the
audience.
Remember in prayer the many who are sick both of our church and the
community.
Smile at someone who you find hard to love. Say ‘hell’ to someone who
doesn’t much care about you.
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Editorial Comment
It struck me, when I was listening again to the Bible
readings during worship at the start of this week, that a
lot of people involved in the events leading up to the
arrest and execution of Jesus were afraid.
The Jewish authorities were afraid to do anything to
Jesus, even though he had told parables which
implicitly criticised them, because they were afraid of
what the crowd might do. The disciples were afraid that they would be
arrested as well as Jesus, so ran away and then later denied that they knew
him. I suspect that Judas was afraid of the authorities, despite plotting with
them, and didn’t know how to extricate himself from the mess that he got
himself into. He was so unable to face up to the consequences of his actions
that he committed suicide. Pontius Pilate was afraid to stand up to the
baying crowd, and so washed his hands of any responsibility to uphold
justice.
Jesus was also afraid of having to face death, and pleaded with God in the
Garden of Gethsemane to find another way. However, the key difference
compared with all of the others was that he did not allow his fear to get in
the way of following God’s will.
In many of the other cases, people were being dishonest and acting out of
self-interest, even if they made it look like they were putting others first.
They were not being honest, and got themselves so embroiled in devious
plans that they couldn’t even recognise a way out. In contrast, Jesus did not
allow the situation (or any other in his life, come to that) to force him to
compromise the clarity of his message of God’s love for the world and that
the power of selfless love is what can save humankind.
What are we afraid of? A whole variety of things, I am sure. Some, but of
course not all, may be of our own making. In some cases, our fear is the
very thing that holds us back from finding the way forward which will
overcome it. Do we approach these difficult situations with complete reliance
on God’s help and will for us, with clarity of thought and commitment that the
path of love is the one which we must follow, and acting with integrity?

Steve Powell
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Some material in this edition has been reproduced from parishpump.co.uk, with permission.
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