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Donations
welcome

From our Minister
Dear Friends,
The month of February has in it many special
dates that speak to us of the importance of
caring for, supporting and loving our neighbours
as ourselves, the message that Jesus has shown
us in loving words, service and action. A couple
of those dates being Racial Justice Sunday on
the 13th of February and St. Valentine's Day on
the 14th. Our way as Christians of expressing love is not about what we say
on one day of the year or one day of the week, or what we can buy to
express our love, as our love is expressed in everything we do.
Reading scripture, praying, offering hospitality, caring for others, loving our
communities, addressing issues of justice and much more are important to
us and the Bible reminds us God loved us first. We all need to know people
care and we are loved, especially during this difficult time, as we try to work
together to overcome Covid. Some people are grieving, some are
frightened, and many are exhausted. Our loving hearts show our ongoing
love and support for one another and faith and hope for a brighter future.
God bless

Love
Debbie

Our project for 2022 will be to support the work of
Leukaemia UK. This will be launched on 6 February.
Please think of ways that you can raise funds during the
course of the year.
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Worship during February & March

February

March

April

6

10.30am Debbie Brown

13

10.30am Tom Baird

20

10.30am Bill & Erica Young

27

10.30am Debbie Brown (Communion)

4

7.00pm World Day of Prayer

6

10.30am Debbie Brown

13

10.30am Debbie Brown

20

10.30am Tbc

27

10.30am Debbie Brown (Communion)

6

10.30am Debbie Brown

Our weekly Bible Study Course will
continue at 7.00pm each Thursday
evening.
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Building Update
Many of you will be aware that, over the Christmas and New Year
period, we discovered that there was a leak in one of the heating pipes
under the floor near the kitchen. However, although the immediate
problem, which led to our heating being shut time for a few days, was
solved following the attendance of a plumber, it has become clear that
the leak must have been there
for quite a long time and a
considerable amount of
damage has been done.
Water has soaked into the
floor of the hall, kitchen,
sanctuary and vestry. This
means that all of those floors
will need to be lifted, dried out,
and replaced. This will involve
a massive amount of work but,
fortunately, we are covered by
our insurance.
Inevitably, this work will cause a considerable amount of disruption.
This will be minimised by it being undertaken in phases, with work
starting in the hall and kitchen on Monday 7 February. That half of the
building will be completely inaccessible from that date.
Most of the groups which use the hall will, temporarily, move into the
sanctuary, which means that we will need to clear it of all of the chairs
immediately after the service each Sunday. Other items of furniture will
need to be moved from the hall to allow the contractors to have free
access, so some parts of the building may, unfortunately, resemble a
storeroom for quite a while.
Work on the sanctuary and vestry will start once the hall and kitchen are
back in use, which is likely to be some time after Easter. Overall, the
work could well take around 6 months.
Your patience and understanding during this difficult time would be very
much appreciated.
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Other Dates for your Diary

February

8 Elders’ Meeting
13 Racial Justice Sunday
20 World Day of Social Justice
21 Feb – 6 Mar: Fairtrade Fortnight
22 2.00-3.30pm: Fellowship Afternoon
27 Church Action on Poverty Sunday

March

1 7.30pm: Synod Book Reading Group begins (Zoom)
8 International Women’s Day
8 7.00pm: Elders’ Meeting
15 7.00pm: Church Meeting (AGM)
22 World Water Day
22 2.00-3.30pm: Fellowship Afternoon
25

UN International Day of Remembrance of Victims of
Slavery and Transatlantic Slave Trade

Congratulations
to Karen Adams on being awarded her Master’s Degree in Business
Administration (MBA). Subject to confirmation by Heriot-Watt University,
she achieved a really good mark as well!
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Editorial Comment
Janet recently recorded a video for a school
assembly. She admitted to me afterwards that,
when she sat down in the garden to speak into her
phone, she had no idea what she was going to
say. I could never do that. Whenever I speak in
public I have to have detailed notes, although you
might think otherwise on occasions! In fact, one of
the things that held me back in my career was a
lack of confidence in speaking without a great deal
of preparation; I was never very good at just “winging it”.
On the other hand, if I were to bump into any of you unexpectedly, I would
gladly chat to you about just about anything. If someone asked me to lead a
prayer, I would probably just do it. What is the difference? I don’t know, but I
didn’t claim that it was logical!
It doesn’t seem that Jesus lacked confidence in speaking to large crowds
but, with a few exceptions, most of the stories that we read in the Gospels
tell us about his encounter with individuals or small groups of people as they
went about their everyday lives. He engaged with them where they were,
and responded to their needs, both spiritual and physical. Even when there
were large crowds, they didn’t seem to have been planned as such.
I think that there is a key lesson here for us too, as we seek to serve God
and our neighbour. It doesn’t necessarily involve large, organised events
that lots of people know about but, rather, about getting alongside people
wherever they are, and responding to their needs. Sometimes we need to
be experts, but often we just have to be willing to be there, have a chat,
“give it a go” and respond as things develop. What is normally needed is
that we do our best, and show an interest.
However, there is a danger in busyness and lots of talking. Sometimes
Jesus needed to just withdraw, to be quiet and to be with God (talking to
God was the theme of Janet’s assembly, by the way). We need to
understand that for ourselves and for other people as well, but everyone is
different and we must respect that. What works for one person may not work
for everyone – but that’s where we need to do what Jesus did. He listened,
and responded accordingly.

Steve Powell
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Word Search – Parables of Lost Sheep & Coin

PS. Can you work out where these stories can be found in the Bible?
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Prayer page

We pray for the church throughout this year, that it may
beam the light of the Gospel throughout the world and
remain steadfast in the face of persecution. Bless it, we
pray, so that it becomes a blessing to others. In Jesus’
name. Amen
Lord of creation, we are amazed by your wonderful works
of winter, from the tiny snowflakes and petite snowdrops,
icy roads and frozen streams, to storms and high winds
which blow down trees and cover the ground with snow. We see a bleak
landscape and are tempted to feel desolate, although we know that,
underneath, life is preparing to flourish again for another year. Grant us eyes
to see the buds waiting to burst into flower and the faith that this hurting
planet can be made whole again if all the nations work together to heal it.
Amen
On the hungry and the homeless,
Lord have mercy.
On the friendless and forgotten,
Lord have mercy.
On refuges and asylum seekers,
Lord have mercy.
On the bereaved and the mourners,
Christ have mercy.
On doctors and nurses,
Christ have mercy.
On ambulance drivers and paramedics,
Christ have mercy.
On scientists working on Covid-19 and vaccines,
Lord have mercy.
On police and firefighters,
Lord have mercy.
On governments throughout the world,
Lord have mercy.
With thanks to Olive Shepherd, of Trinity URC, High Wycombe
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Bible study on Luke 5.1-11
If we had been asked to advise the Son of God on
who he might wish to work with, would we have
put fishermen at the top of the list? Fishing is a
respectable trade, then and now, but it is probably
not one from which we would expect great
speakers or activists to emerge. It was a tough job that required patience
and long hours out on the water.
But God’s grace, as we have learned, is often extended to those whom we
might not expect. Simon Peter is so overwhelmed by his encounter with
God’s grace in the deep water that he asks Jesus to leave him alone.
Perhaps this is unsurprising. The catch of fish would have been colossal.
Galilean boats were likely nearly 30 feet long, eight feet wide and five feet
deep. However, it is something deeper that touches Simon Peter: when he
tells Jesus to leave him alone because he is a sinful man, there is a
foreshadowing of Peter’s shame when he encounters his risen Lord and has
to face his earlier denial of Jesus (John 21).
What is the deeper truth? Perhaps it is that Jesus has shown Peter and his
friends that, just as they catch fish, he has caught them in God’s grace.
From this moment on in their lives, nothing can be the same. Unlike the
fisherman’s net, the net of God will set them free to be more than they could
have dreamed. As their boats draw into the shallows at the side of the lake,
they are about to enter the depths of discipleship.
Looking at the history of the word ‘miracle’, it is clear that one of its
meanings is ‘astonishing’ and ‘wonderful’. Whatever we think of the miracle
of the huge haul of fish in the Gospel story, we have surely all encountered
things that are astonishing or wonderful. What for you counts as wonderful
and/or astonishing? What made a particular experience or situation
astonishing or wonderful? How might we discern God in such experiences
or situations? What might this tell us about the nature of miracles, or the way
in which we get caught up in God’s story.
Questions for reflection
What makes you feel overwhelmed?
What gives you confidence to overcome that feeling?
When/how did you get ‘caught up’ in God’s story?
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Let us remember those caught in a net of need or struggle.
We pray for anyone we know who feels out of their depth or overwhelmed,
and for those who feel trapped in a situation they cannot change.
Let us give thanks for all those who fill our basket with love.
We pray for our friends and families and everyone who loves for us,
and for people whose kindness lifts our spirits.
Let us ask God to wash us with the waves of the Holy Spirit.
We pray for courage to say ‘Yes’ to God’s call,
and for God’s blessing to be with us, as we follow Jesus into deep water.
This resource has been taken from www.rootsontheweb.com and is copyright
© Roots for Churches Ltd. Reproduced with permission.

Thank you to all those who have continued to
donate funds for our 2020 – 21 project, Coventry
Street Pastors. We have raised a further £439 in
addition to the £3,400 that has already been paid.

Quotable Quotes
The need of the world is to listen to God. – Albert Einstein
Some people treat God as they do a lawyer; they go to Him only when they
are in trouble. –Anon
The self-sufficient do not pray, the self-satisfied will not pray, and the selfrighteous cannot pray. – L Ravenhill
We talk about heaven being so far away. Yet it is within speaking distance to
those who belong there. – D L Moody
We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. – Duane
Hulse
Nothing is so opened more by mistake than the mouth. – Anon
The use of our possessions shows us up for what we actually are. –
C C Eyrie
We like someone who comes right out and says what they think, when they
agree with us. – Anon
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Cover picture, Word Search, Quotable Quotes & Picture Parable reproduced from parishpump.co.uk, with permission.
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Joshua 5:9-12

Isaiah 43:16-21

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Acts 10:34-43

Acts 5:27-32

3 April

10 April

17 April

24 April

Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18

13 March

27 March

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

6 March

Isaiah 55:1-9

Exodus 34: 29-35

27 Feb

20 March

Genesis 45: 3-11, 15

20 Feb
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Psalm 118:14-29

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Psalm 126

Psalm 32

Psalm 63:1-8

Psalm 27

Psalm 99

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

Psalm 1

Jeremiah 17: 5-10

13 Feb

Psalm 138

Isaiah 6: 1-8, (9-13)

6 Feb

Revelation 1:4-8

1 Corinth. 15:19-26

Philippians 2:5-11

Philippians 3:4b-14

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Romans 10:8b-13

2 Cor. 3: 12-4:2

1 Cor 15:35-38,42-50

1 Cor. 15: 12-20

1 Cor. 15: 1-11

John 20:19-31

John 20:1-18

Luke 19:28-40

John 12:1-8

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Luke 13:1-9

Luke 13:31-35

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 9: 28-43a

Luke 6: 27-38

Luke 6: 17-26

Luke 5: 1-11

Lectionary Readings

If you would like to “read ahead”, in preparation for worship, the lectionary
readings for the next few weeks are as follows:
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The youth group has raised almost $500 for drug abuse.
Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin: ‘Lunch will be gin at 12:15.’ Please correct
to read ’12 noon.’
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