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From our Minister
Dear Friends,
We are in the season of Lent and making our journey
towards the events of Easter week, the season of Spring,
the time of resurrection. To experience Lent we reflect on
the way we live and how the words of the Gospels
challenge us; and as we prepare for Easter we are
reminded of the self-giving sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Easter
challenges us to see how we follow God's will in our journey of self-giving.
To follow the model set out by Jesus Christ, we are called to speak out and work
with others in challenging the prejudices and injustices in society, as Christ did,
and to care for the sick, poor and lonely. The Gospel message is placing love at
the heart of life. The journeys we take in our communities may be difficult. We
may find ourselves taking an unfamiliar route and we may struggle in a
wilderness of uncertainty, because we are out of our comfort zones, but I believe
it is here that our faith is strengthened and the truth of God's saving grace can be
revealed.
Our journeys may have their complications and we may well have to learn new
things but with prayer and trust in God our journeys are blessed because faith is
a journey that shapes us and changes us, transforms us and situations. This is
the season of Spring, the time of resurrection and hope, for the church often
leaps from the most challenging of times. May this time of waiting cause us to
reflect on the way we live and how the words of the Gospels challenge us.
Lent can be a long wait, but what a celebration of life follows it! So as we journey
together in looking to the future let us be assured that God will show us so many
opportunities if we are prepared to go on a journey with a sense of adventure.
God bless you all

Love Debbie

Dates for Your Diary
Sunday Worship, each week at 10.45am
Worship for World Day of Prayer, at 7.00pm on Friday 5 March
Fortnightly Coffee Morning, 11.00am on Tuesdays (next: 9 March)
Lent Course: Living as Disciples, 7.00pm on Tuesdays until 23 March
Holy Week: there will be an act of worship each evening at 7.00pm
For details of how to connect via Zoom, please see the weekly e-mail and
newsletter, or speak to one of the Elders.
Please note that there will be no Prayer Meeting this month, as the last
Wednesday of the month falls in Holy Week.

14th February was Racial Justice Sunday.
Did you know that …
Black men in the UK have been three times more likely than their white
counterparts to have died due to Covid-19?
The percentage of people from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME)
backgrounds who are unemployed is twice that of white people, a position
which has worsened during the pandemic?
BAME people are three times more likely to live in damp housing
conditions than white people?
The proportion of people who are not white who live in fuel poverty is
twice that of white people?
You are nine times more likely to be subject to a police ‘Stop and Search’
if you are a black person?

Quotable Quotes
The hearer of God’s Word ought to be like those animals that chew the cud;
he ought not only to feed upon it, but to ruminate upon it. – Augustine
To get the world right, start with yourself. – Anon
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Editorial Comment
Lent is a time for reflection and contemplation, time to
consider what is going on in our lives and God’s purpose
for us, and to think about whether there is anything for
which we need to repent. This does not have to take
place only at this time of year, of course, but now is an
opportunity to give these matters particular attention.
Giving up anything, or taking on something new, should
be a means to an end, rather than an end in itself; a way of bringing us back
to the task in hand and of focusing on the need to consider some important
issues.
In this way, we follow the example which Jesus set when he spent time in
the wilderness, considering his future ministry and the possible alternatives,
which might have been (superficially) more attractive and would definitely
have been less challenging. Yet, faced with the possibility of seizing power
through force and miraculous means he, instead, chose the path of love and
obedience, even when that led to unpopularity and discontent and,
ultimately, to his execution.
We do not face choices anywhere near so dramatic, although some in wartorn parts of the world come close. We do not even, necessarily, need to
make changes; God may well be saying to us, “I want you to keep going;
don’t give up.”
Whilst out for a walk recently, I was reflecting on whether we approach God
with an open mind, ready to listen. Or is it more often the case that we
present him with our own pre-conceived notions, and ask him to endorse
what we have already planned? Then, even if we are listening, do we keep
going back with the same question in the hope that the answer will change?
I know that, on more than one occasion in the last year, God has disagreed
with me. He hasn’t wanted me to pursue the course of action that I was
contemplating; and, yes, I admit that I have asked the same question more
than once!
I dare say that we sometimes try to persuade God that we should take the
easy way out, but there isn’t much evidence that that was the option which
Jesus chose! It may well not be for us either. Rather than treating speaking
to God as some kind of process of negotiation, perhaps we need to keep our
ears open and our mouths shut a bit more!

Steve Powell
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